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Thank you, Mr Chair,  
 
The UK welcomes this tenth session of the Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing.  
We align with the EU statement and wish to make some additional observations.  
 
Global population ageing is one of the greatest social and economic challenges of 
this century; it has, and will continue to have, substantive policy implications.  The 
UK remains fully committed to the rights of all persons, including older persons.  We 
acknowledge the serious issues that older persons face and will play a strong role in 
the promotion and protection of their rights. 

 
Mr Chair, 
 
The UK remains clear that the whole spectrum of internationally recognised human 
rights standards and principles apply to older persons, as they do to all individuals 
without distinction.  We remain open to considering further standard setting to address 
the issues faced by older persons.  We welcome the Working Group’s focus on the 
substantive areas that we collectively need to address.  The rich discussion during last 
year’s session was testament to the importance of really getting to the heart of the 
issues if we are to identify solutions that properly address them.  We also welcome the 
productive intersessional discussions held in Seoul and Vienna in 2018. 
 
We look forward to further fruitful discussions during this session, as we turn our 
attention to the two new issue clusters of education, training, lifelong learning and 
capacity-building, and social protection and social security including social protection 
floors.  We have much to discuss, and once again, we welcome the contribution of the 
Independent Expert on these important issues. 

Finally, we would like to reiterate the importance we attach to strong and diverse civil 
society participation, without which our work would lose a vital component.  We 
welcome the strong participation of our civil society and national human rights 
institution colleagues, and look forward to hearing their views, both in this chamber 
and during the rich variety of side events due to take place during this session. 
 
Thank you. 


